Fall Newsletter
2020
President’s Message
There’s something romantic about being Canadian. We’re a relatively unpopulated,
somewhat civilized, and clean and resourceful country.
K.D.Lang
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This has been a most interesting time for our world, and our WCCH.
Your Board continues to meet virtually, with more members now joining in as they become
comfortable with the technology. We have discussed various options for the future, but of
course no definite plans for in person functions can be made as we have no idea how long this
pandemic will continue or what the health officials will recommend.
You will read in this newsletter what members of the Board have been doing, discussing and
planning. Of course we extend an invitation to all members to become members of the WCCH
Board. To this end we invite anyone interested in joining the Board to attend our next meeting
on October 14 at 1 pm. The meeting will be held on the virtual platform, ZOOM. If you are at
all interested please send us an email and you will be included on the invitation to the meeting.
We are attempting to post interesting materials on our Facebook page as well as any updates
we may have. Please like and follow us if you are a Facebook user.
We hope all of you are well, keeping in touch with one another (at a socially acceptable
distance) and remain safe.

Susan Ricketts
President
COMMERCIAL AFFECTS OF THE PANDEMIC

#Covid19
#WearaMask
#WashYourHands
#ProtectOurSeniors
#StayHealthy

Bathroom tissue, dry pasta, bottled water, flour, yeast, hot tubs, elastic, sewing machines. Some of
these products were being scooped up and hoarded in the earlier days of the pandemic, others became
scarce as the pandemic continued. Now, more products can be added to the list. According to the
National Post they include:
Beer Cans: there are issues in sourcing aluminum compounded by the increased demand for beer in cans
(restaurants, bars and tap rooms don’t order cans)
Salbutamol Inhalers: manufacturers report shortages because of an increase in demand.
Bicycles: much in demand as cycling is recognized as a safe outdoor activity during the pandemic. In
addition there are often waits up 4 to 6 weeks at bike repair shops.
Pressure-treated Wood: people stuck at home are taking on home improvement projects, increasing
demand to beyond the supply chain capabilities.
Disinfectant Wipes: unexpected demand caught suppliers short-handed. You often see people asking on
Facebook if anyone knows a store that has this item in stock.
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FACEMASKS: THE MUST-HAVE FASHION ACCESSORY FOR 2020
Even before the City of Hamilton mandated the wearing of facemasks in all
enclosed public spaces on July 20 some of the WCCH Board members had
hauled out their sewing machines and dusted off their skills to make
reusable cloth facemasks. Ruth Pearson has made well over 100 for family,
friends and members of her church, while Lee Gowers has sent some of her
creations to Newfoundland and Scotland.
As we noticed other groups reaching out to lend a hand during this pandemic
the Board wondered what we, the WCCH, could do. We didn’t wonder for
long! Why not make facemasks and donate them to local women’s shelters?
We already support the Purses for Margaret program and Martha House, so
this seemed a natural fit. A couple of trips to the fabric stores to secure
Canadiana prints and some very elusive elastic and we were on our way.
Two wonderful and caring people have generously donated funds to cover
the cost of the supplies. If there are any members of the WCCH who would
like to join us in this venture, by sewing facemasks, or maybe making earsavers, please contact us at wccofhamilton@gmail.com.
Pictured are just a few of the masks already made. The ones in the top photo
are courtesy of Ruth and Lee made the ones in the bottom photo.

As we begin thinking about getting back to business
The Women’s Canadian Club of Hamilton
finds itself in need of a

TREA$URER
This wonderful person will become a member of the Board
(a very nice bunch of women) and attend Board meetings.
The duties include:
*updating records at the bank, ensuring an adequate supply
of cheques, making deposits
*verifying expenses and invoices and providing cheques
*preparing activity and status reports to the Board
*preparing year-end financial statements
The WCCH currently uses Quickbooks to keep its accounts,
however we are open to change.
Interested in helping? Please contact us at wccofhamilton@gmail.com or call Susan at 905.627.4534

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
“Nothing’s going to be the same” –an expression frequently heard
within the context of the Covid 19 pandemic. That everyone will be
affected by the changes is a given and each of us will have to deal
with any changes in our own way. At the group or social level your
Board of Directors has been meeting virtually for several meetings
in order to deal with those changes that are impacting upon our
usually scheduled meetings.
As it relates to our Membership your Board, at the virtual meeting
held on August 12th, voted unanimously to waive the Membership
fee for the September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021 membership year.
That means that the $50.00 annual membership fee which was to
have been paid after September 1, 2020 will not be collected and all
members who paid the September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020
membership fee will be considered Members in good standing until
August 31, 2021. That assures that the WCCH has a membership
and, hopefully, relieves some of the financial strain members may
be feeling because of the pandemic.
Submitted by Pat Saunders
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You are cordially invited
To the first ever
Women’s Canadian Club of Hamilton
ZOOM Social
Wednesday, September 23, 2020
1 pm
Your computer/tablet/phone
Dress: casual (and required from the waist up!)
This will be a very informal get-together so that we might all have a chance to
re-connect and get used to meeting on a virtual platform.
If all goes well we will schedule further sessions with agendas and speakers.
Because this is a virtual Social you must supply your own beverages and snacks!
If you are planning to ‘attend’ please send us an e-mail and we will respond
with the details you will need to join in.

Please note: the WCCH Board has decided to cancel all in-person meetings until at least February 2021.

WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU LEMONS …. MAKE LEMONADE!
At the most recent meeting of the WCCH Board a decision was made to seize the current situation as an opportunity
for our Club. The days of gathering for luncheons at historic and picturesque settings are now behind us, we do not
foresee a return to that ‘normal’ in the near future, if ever. But instead of crying over being handed a bowl of lemons
we had a frank discussion of what our club was founded for, what it has become and what it could be, and opted to
‘make lemonade’.
Initially the WCCH provided a place for concerned citizens to gather and discuss matters of importance to Canadians.
Charitable work was also important: just after the club was founded a recital was held to raise funds for the victims of
the Titanic sinking. In recent years, for the most part, the luncheon, or social aspect, has become the focus, with a
speaker along the way to entertain. We continue to welcome new Canadians at Citizenship Court, sponsor students to
attend Encounters with Canada, and donate goods to the Purses for Margaret program. But, essentially, we have
become ‘ladies who do lunch’.
What can we do, without lunches, or even in-person meetings? There was an overwhelming sense that we could take
on an advocacy role on issues affecting women. Of course that is a very long list! We don’t wish to hitch our wagon to
just one issue, nor to become a fundraising group. Recent events in the U.S. and Canada have highlighted the need for
all of us to be more aware of inequities, to listen to those most affected and learn from their perspective, and to work
together to find solutions. So we propose that the WCCH now be known as ‘a group of people, concerned about
issues that affect women, educating and advocating for those issues in their community’ and perhaps wrap all that
up in a social blanket. Meaning that perhaps one day we can educate and advocate over a
As I go across the
cup of tea, or even lunch.
country and privately
visit women’s shelters
We do not propose to take the place of groups already tackling these issues, but rather to
and counselling
liaise with them, promote them and learn from them. And we will always be mindful of our
centres, I am appalled
purpose and the importance of highlighting the Canadian aspect of the issues. We believe
that the most
vulnerable people in
that we can achieve this using social media and through virtual meetings.
our society are still
What do you think of our proposal?
women.
Will you stand with us and support us in this renewed direction?
Adrienne Clarkson
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You can thank a woman for these inventions...
The Canadian Patent Act was passed in 1869. In those days most women needed their husbands to co-sign their patent
applications. Quite often the application was recorded as ‘wife of’. The first patent granted to a woman in the US was on May 5,
1809. That patent went to Mary Kies for her technique of weaving straw with silk. It is reported that, even today, the U.S. patent
and Trademark Office is more likely to reject patents with women as sole applicants. (USA Today)
Hydrazine Resistojet Propulsion System, now standard to satellite systems, invented in 1967 by Yvonne Brill, a Canadian
Actar 911 CPR manikin, an aide in learning CPR, invented in 1990 by Dianne Croteau, a Canadian.
Wireless transmission technology, which paved the way for WiFi, GPS and Bluetooth was created by Hedy Lamarr (yes, the movie
star) in 1941.
Blissymbol printer, which allows people with speech disabilities to communicate non-verbally, invented by Rachel Zimmerman (at
12 years of age) in 1984.
Liquid Paper, that staple in every office to ‘white out’ typing mistakes was invented by Bette Nesmith
Graham in 1951.
Retractable dog leash, a leash you can shorten at a moment’s notice was invented by Mary A. Delaney in
1908.
Jolly Jumper, that lifesaver for moms for generations, was invented in Canada by Olivia Poole in 1959.
The design was based on Papooses her elders used on the White Earth Indian Reservation.
Life Raft, complete with guard rails, was fireproof and foldable and saved over 700 lives on the Titanic,
thanks to Maria Beasley, who designed it in 1882.
Circular Saw: by attaching a circular blade to her spinning wheel Tabitha Babbit in 1812 invented the
circular saw.

A little bit of fun to help pass the time….
FEMALE DETECTIVES
Agnes BARTON
ANNA LEE
Carrie FARADAY
CHARLIE Parker
EUGENIA Potter
EUPHEMIA Martins
Eve DALLAS
GOLDY Schulz
Hannah SWENSON
HETTY Wainthropp
Hildegarde WITHERS
Jane MARPLE
Jill SMITH
Kate REDMAN
Kay SCARPETTA
KINSEY Millhone
LEXY Baker
LIA Anderson
Nancy DREW
PHRYNE Fisher
PRECIOUS Ramotswe
REGAN Reilly
Samantha SWEET
Sarah STEELE
Stephanie PLUM
Tricia MILES
TUPPENCE Beresfords
V.I. WARSHAWSKI
Vera STANHOPE

wcchamilton.ca

WCCofHamilton@gmail.com

