Spring Newsletter
2021
President’s Message
“When things come to the worst, they generally mend.”

Susanna Moodie, Roughing It in the Bush
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We, like you, had hoped that the pandemic would have concluded by now. Hopefully the
vaccination process will continue to amp up and that will help. In the meantime the Women’s
Canadian Club of Hamilton will continue to do its best to keep in touch with our members and
present topics of interest. While Zoom meetings are not the optimal way to meet they do provide
us with a viable alternative to in-person meetings, that don’t necessitate anybody going out on the
roads, or even getting dressed up!
Our bylaws call for an Annual General Meeting to be held in May or June, whenever possible.
Please consider this newsletter your notice that the 2021 AGM will be held on Wednesday, May 19
at 1 pm. After that brief (15 minutes) but important meeting we will welcome our speaker.
This newsletter contains all that you need for the AGM: an agenda, the minutes of the 2020 AGM
(held in November because of the pandemic), the Financial Statement for the year ending 31 May
2020, proposed bylaw changes and the President’s Report. A decision was made to combine
reports from all committees into the President’s Report as there has been very little activity to
report on for this year.
There will also be a Nominations Report and election of officers. The Board is in need of help. This
year has been very different, but even putting on virtual meetings requires planning and work: and
there are always tasks to be performed, no matter where we meet. There is something for
everyone on the Board, keeping financial or membership records, planning meetings, or being a
Councillor and weighing in with opinions on all matters. Please consider joining us on the Board
and having a hand in keeping this Club alive and relevant. We have made it to our 109th Annual
General Meeting because of people like you making their contribution.
Lee Gowers
Past-President
The plaque pictured here was on the front of the Pigott

MISSING & PRESUMED MELTED Building, until very recently. A gentleman who walks by every
day noticed that it was missing in late February.
We have learned that the Canadian Club first met in the
offices of Charles R. McCullough, principal of Hamilton
Business College. Those offices were in the Canada Life
Assurance Building, that was built in 1852 and razed in 1927 to
make way for the Pigott Building.
Yes, we are aware that there are spelling errors on the plaque.

www.wcchamilton.ca
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MINUTES OF THE 108TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
WOMEN’S CANADIAN CLUB OF HAMILTON
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2020
(postponed from May 2020 because of the COVID – 19 Pandemic)
HELD ONLINE VIA ZOOM
The 108th Annual General Meeting of The Women’s Canadian Club of Hamilton was called to order by the President, Susan Ricketts,
who read the following statement: “We recognize and acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territories of the
Mississauga and the Haudenosaunee nations and within the lands protected by the DISH WITH ONE SPOON wampum agreement.
Might we not only learn about the Indigenous people of Canada but from them.” With a quorum present, the meeting was able to
proceed.
Moved by Ruth Pearson, seconded by Alison Buffett to approve the minutes of the previous year’s Annual General Meeting held on
Wednesday, May 8, 2019 as printed. Carried.
Moved by Mary Lorimer, seconded by Louise Noel-Ambrose to accept the Financial statement for the year ending May 31, 2019 as
circulated. Carried.
Susan presented her President’s Report in which she highlighted the club’s activities during 2019-2020, which began with our
highly successful “Woman of Sprit” award event held in the Fall of 2019, mentioned the challenges of cancelling programmes due
to the Covid-19 pandemic, spoke of our transition to Zoom meetings and promoted upcoming Zoom meetings with guest speakers.
She also thanked those, who have volunteered their time and efforts to serve on the Board and WCCH members who have helped
to keep the club viable. Moved by Susan, seconded by Lee Gowers to approve this report. Carried.
Lee Gowers, as Past President, presented the Slate of Officers for 2020-2021. After asking 3 times if there were any further
nominations (none were made), she called for a vote. Carried. Lee made an additional motion to give the WCCH Board the right to
appoint people to any and all vacancies on the Board prior to the next AGM. Seconded by Mary Lorimer. Carried.
Moved by Susan Ricketts, seconded by Margaret Winter to ratify the Acts and Procedures taken on behalf on the organization.
Carried.
There being no further business, the 108th Annual General Meeting of the Women’s Canadian Club of Hamilton was declared
closed.
Respectfully submitted by Ruth Pearson

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The WCCH offered a full program using the Zoom platform. A social was held in September, in October Graeme
McNaughton spoke on Human Trafficking and in November we addressed the issue of homelessness with Denise Davy.
In December we had fun with musical guest Gary Santucci. We told stories, jokes, riddles and even attempted a sing
along. It did not go well but did much laughter.
In February we welcomed Rosemary Sadlier as we marked Black History Month, and in March Sgt. Robert Hardy of the
Major Fraud Unit of the Hamilton Police Service spoke on Fraud and Identity Theft.
During Earth Week Lynda Lukasik from Environment Hamilton spoke about our Climate Emergency.
On May 19th Dr. Betsy McGregor, originally scheduled to speak at our May 2020 meeting has graciously agreed to join
us to speak about her book, Women on the Ballot. Our 2021 AGM takes place prior to our speaker.
Meetings have been well attended with several guests, including members of our sister group in Ottawa, joining us.
During 2020-2021 we welcomed two new members bringing our membership to 65. Fees for the year were waived.
our membership was 65.
The restrictions in place with the COVID-19 pandemic meant that all receptions for new citizens at Citizenship Court
were cancelled. We plan to continue this worthwhile project when possible as it is such a rewarding program.
As well the Encounters with Canada program did not go ahead for the second year in a row.
We continued to support the Purses for Margaret program with Board members sewing and donating facemasks to
Mary’s Place.
I thank the Board for their valued support and friendship during this past year and applaud them for their advise and
willingness to volunteer to keep the WCCH running smoothly.
Respectfully Submitted by Susan Ricketts, President
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WOMEN’S CANADIAN CLUB OF HAMILTON
109th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday, May 19, 2021
1 pm
on the ZOOM platform

AGENDA
1. Welcome and call to order
2. Approval of minutes of the Annual
Meeting of 2020
3. Approval of Financial Statement for the
year ending May 31, 2020
4. Amendments to the Bylaws
5. President’s Report
6. Nominations Report
7. Motion to ratify the Acts and Procedures
taken on behalf of the Organization
8. Other business
9. Adjournment

PROPOSED BY-LAW AMENDMENTS
BY-LAW 4G
From: Should the office of President become
vacant, the position shall be filled by the Vice
President.
To: Should the office of the President
become vacant the position shall be filled by
the Vice President. In the absence of a VicePresident the position of President shall be
filled by the Past President.
BY-LAW 7B
From: The Signing Officers shall be any two of
the President, Treasurer, Secretary and Past
President.
TO: The Signing Officers shall be the
President, Treasurer, Secretary and Past
President.
BY-LAW 7C (Addition)
All financial and legal documents pertaining
to the Club shall be signed by any two of the
authorized Signing Officers.
Existing by-laws 7c through 7e shall be
renumbered.
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WOMEN ON THE BALLOT
with author Betsy McGregor
Wednesday, May 19, 2021
1 pm on Zoom
Dr. Betsy McGregor, originally scheduled to speak at our May 2020 meeting has graciously agreed to join
us at this meeting. Dr. McGregor is the author of Women on the Ballot, a book about women who saw
things as they were, knew change was needed, and entered into Canadian politics. Gleaned from more
than 100 hours of interviews, Women on the Ballot offers compelling stories, insights, and advice from 95
Canadian women with diverse backgrounds across all levels of politics and party lines, including Indigenous women in leadership.

Don’t make it easy for others to
take advantage of you...
Sgt. Hardy offered some helpful tips to protect
yourself against scams and identity theft:
 Collect your mail regularly.
 At night lock your doors and windows and
make sure your vehicle is locked. Do not leave
valuables or ID in your vehicle.
 Be aware that NO bank will ever ask you to be
part of an investigation. And they won’t ask
you to withdraw funds—real banks want you to
leave your money in your account.
 If you get a call on your landline and the caller
suggests you hang up and call your bank to
ensure it’s legit—wait 10 minutes before
making that call. The line is still engaged for a
minute or two after you hang up.
 Invest in a shredder and use it: consider it a $40
insurance policy.
 If you receive an e-mail from a friend or
business that looks ‘sketchy’, pick up the phone
and call them.
 Create passwords that mean something to you
but others would never guess (the first letter of
every word in a sentence plus a few numbers).
 Don’t store your passwords on your phone or
computer or on a notepad on your desk. Find a
good hiding place for them.
 Be very careful when answering online quizzes.
Your answers may reveal more information
about you than you realize. Still want to have
some fun? Make up fake answers!

wcchamilton.ca

In February we had the honour of
hosting Rosemary Sadlier, OOnt.
Rosemary is an author, historian
and a past-president of the
Ontario Black History Society.
She was instrumental, along with
another of our guest speakers, the
Honourable Jean Augustine, in
having February declared Black History Month.
Since that meeting Rosemary has seen the fruition of over
25 years of advocacy as on March 24, in a unanimous vote,
Private Members’ Business Motion #M36 was passed. A
tweet from the Prime Minister’s Office declared “To
commemorate the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade
and honour the resilience of Black people in Canada August
1st has been designated Emancipation Day.”
And there was more news: Ryerson University announced
that its Faculty of Law will be renamed the Lincoln
Alexander School of Law at Ryerson University. Ryerson
University President and Vice-Chancellor Mohamed
Lachemi stated “ A brilliant lawyer and distinguished public
servant, Lincoln Alexander played a key role in promoting
multiculturalism, education and youth leadership.
Throughout his career, Mr. Alexander demonstrated a
longstanding commitment to championing education and
youth initiatives and advancing racial equality. Today’s
announcement is a very fitting testament to those
commitments and we hope that our students will similarly
serve and support others in their future careers holding
true to their values with the same fervor that he did.”
Honouring the Past. Inspiring the Future.

WCCofHamilton@gmail.com

